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ORLWORD £ROM OUR AMRASSADOR |

It is with great pride
that I am able to
write this foreword
paragraph for the
Rotterdam Branch.

I well remember when | came to Helland to inaugurate the opening of this Branch of the George Formby
Society on the continent. Since then another Branch [ have also opened has been Kopenhagen and soon on
May 30th | hepe to do the same ceremony in Gethenburg for Sweden.

Hans de Roon has worked extremely hard for the Branch in Rotterdam and with his undaunting loyaity has
seen it grow from strength to strength. In recent years his friends Janet and Remco have teamed up with him.
Special occasions such as this 15th anniversary always makes you remember the good friends that you have
lost over the years, like crazy Jan Schreuder and Mario Hannaart. They gave so much of their time and effort
to achieve the success cf this Branch. Those of you who knew these two wonderful guys will never allow their
names to be forgotten,

[am very proud of the Rotterdam Branch and feel sure in years to foilow it will keep growing. | wish the Branch

every success for the forthcoming 15th anniversary and lcok forward to attending this event myself,

Your Ambassador in Great Britain and the world,
Bernard Young
Retired honorary President of the George Formby Society of Great Britain
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LORCWORD-FROM THE LDITORS

HELLO FOLKS CHOW DO VDU DO

Happy to be meeting you! We thought it'd be a good idea to use the starting line of 'l remember George’ for
the presentation of the Jubilee Book on the cccassion of the 15th anniversary of the Rotterdam Branch,

A bit proud we sure are, being just a small club with a great passion for George Formby and his songs. But
now there's something to celebrate we wanted to record our history.

We hope you'll appreciate this publication. The weal and woe of 15 years listening to George's records (the
splitstroke included), watching his films, telling stories about his life, attending the meetings, pilgrimages to
Blackpool and so on. There are few days our thoughts are not with George and our players don’t strum their
ukes.

Finally we'd like to thank our ambassador Bernard Young for his written contribution to this edition and his
visit to the Anniversary Meeting on 16 May 1999, Thanks also to Andries de Boers-Julinyova for his assi-

stance with the lay out.

We wish you pleasant reading.

May 1999

The compilers: Janet Grootoonk, Remco Houtman, Hans de Roon
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GEORGE FORMBY WAS VERY 15-vears Georae Formay 1 Howzanp
POPULAR 1N HOLLAND DURING THE WAR YEARS. AND HE

STILL 1§ - AMONGST A SMALL GROUP OF FECOPLE. 15 YEARS T I IL s T U U

AGD THESE ADMIRERS DECIDED TO GATHER. THE

RotTerpam BRANCH WAS BORN,

In 1972 Hans spotted in the (then still published)
B.M.G. magazine an advert about the GFS. It didn't
take him long to contact this club as he had been a

great Formby fan

for many years. He was very surprised

when it turned out he was the only member on the continent,
which lasted until Spring 1976. He then got a letter from a
certain Jan Schreuder (from Heemstede), who became a
member as well and so, at last, Hans could share his passion
with a fellow countryman. Jan had a lot of memorabilia and
also reveiled the secret about the 'splitstroke”, 'cause that

1

was how this strumming technique was called. In september

JAH SCHREURLR.

1977 Jan made the pilgrimage to Blackpool and a Dutch
Radio station (VPRO) made a documentary on this trip. During the years to follow maore patri-
ots, like Piet Geurts, Jaap Smit, Klaas van de Weijer and his partner Hannij (who were the
proud owners of some 8/16 mm Formby movies), showed of their interest.

FIRST MELTING

After some informal visits Hans thought it was about time to bring these fans together. And
50, in May 1984, the first George Formby Meeting took place in Hemelum (in the north east)
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: THE §T0RY

where Jan had his dwellings. A lot of

(video} films were watched and as some
folks could play the uke, that weekend

flew and the foundations were laid for a
"Society" in our own country. The

respective living rooms however, were

T ' ' not big enough for the events so we
JUAP ST, €0 YD GRAG. 4AH¢ BL RO, looked for a a larger venue, We found a
CCRLHT DUIT 089 DT GLURTS

hall on the Isle of Brienenoord (on the
local river Maas) and that also gave us the chance to make

more publicity. The general interest in our activities was

quite good so we decided
to give the club a name,
the "George Formby
Fellowship", which was
officiallly registered at the
Chamber of Commerce on
Feb.18,1986. During the
March 1987/December 1988 period
we published our magazine called "No Limit" and the meetings

at the "lsle" were very well attended. On one of them we had
highly honoured visitors from The
Hague: the British Ambassador,
Mr. Archer and his wife, The same

afternoon the bemused audience
could also witness an improvised
"take off" of a model plane, made
by aircraft enthousiast Jan
Schreuder. Needless to say this

took place when "It's in the air"

was shown. R LIRS LYCR DHULELE LESSR.
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HESTORY

Also a duo that later achieved nationwide
stardom went on stage, the "Berini's” (cal-
led after a very popular Dutch 50's motor-
bike). The male part gave a brilliant
demonstration of some strokes that, at the
time, were hard fo follow for us (now we
know better),

Very special was the start of "The Junior

Plonkers": four teenagers, Remco and sis-

JURIBR PANACRS (100C). HSTRID YD CCCLEH, ANNCMICHE MENSING, AEMLD HOUTIAN
1D MARIATHC HEHTIS.

ter, plus Annemieke & Marianne, twin sis-
ters and nieces of Hans. By playing
George's songs they underfined that this music was not just for the elder generation.

[n the meantime another event on the "Isle” took place, the "First Dutch Banjo Rally", From
different countries (the UK as well) lots of players joined in for a historic event. Unfortunately
after a 2nd edition (in Breda) this came to and end....

FORM,2Y PLONKERS

Another group that was formed were "The Formby
Plonkers', a six piece band including drums and
bass. The latter played a huge bassbanjo (built by
Leen de Pauw, who was a founder member of this
formation) and the difference in size was in funny
contrast to the ordinary ukes. The Plonkers, with
Thea Rutjes (who also illustrated "No Limit") as
the sole survivor of the early days of the band, are
stiil on the road, thus keeping the Formby flag

GEORSE £ORIIAY MORHERS (100E). JAN YCUATIRLR, THEN
flying high. AUTJES, RAROLD MM BE H00H ED LECH DC DALY,
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ROTICRDAM RRANCH

As the Isle of Brienenoord was a bit remote we
moved to the Grand Hotel "Central”, in the heart
of Rotterdam and changed our name into "The
Rotterdam Branch". The meetings were held in
the so called Mirror Room, a beautiful piece of
architecture and still in the same condition as

when it was built in the 20's. Since then the club

FIRADS ATO WYL GFRAL. 00 24K, O UGS, DL BNV 1D enjoyed a breakthrough and for seven or so
MALCOUN FURSDON Jears ths
venue was regarded as the "living room" of the Dutch
Formbians. As the then owner was a Formby fan as well,
our overseas visitors were offered cheap room rates.
One of them was Bill Denver who for the first time came
over in 1992 and is now one of our stalwarts. Apart from
the meetings he's also a well known face at the six
monthly assembly of Doctor Jazz (a Dutch society of

classic jazz fans) and the trad jazz festivals of

Eindhoven, Scheveningen and of course Breda. So we
won't be surprised if Bill once will have a Dutch DAL OF DU AECULARS AND A OO FRHLAD: BLL DEAVER

address...

DLACHPOOL

Since the "Hotel Central” days we've visited the Blackpool Meetings more frequently and for
all of us that was quite a revelation. It resulted in strong friendships with the likes of Mike
Metcalfe, Peter Moss, Ron Spears (who built a nice uke for one of our members, Frans
Middetham), Malcolm Fursdon, Alan Harris and Bernard Young. For us Bernard Young is
generally regarded as the one who knows all about George Formby and some of us have alre-
ady stayed at his home, the Formby Hotel, where he and his wife Pauline do everything to
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make it an enjoyable time. So at our
May 1989 meeting we decided to
elect Bernard as our Ambassador,
as no effort was too much for him to
promote our Branch home and
abroad, During another Blackpool
Meeting Janet and Hans met Bent
Schmidt Hvidberg and Kimona Hult,
DIXE SESSOH (4 SLACSDOOL. ETER MOSS MAD A5 BE 200K (A0 from Esbjerg, and they are also
regular visitors to Holland and hard-
ly ever miss the Breda jazz festival. Bent, who is a helicopterpilot and sometimes has a job to
do in Greenland, must be the first one who
played a tune in the artic circle!

Although we enjoyed our spell in the Central
hotel, another move was made. Jan Rutjes,
who also did a good job for the Fellowship,
gave us the advice to held the parties in a
Community House in Crooswijk, a
Rotterdam district. It must be said the condi-
tions there are great: a huge stage with a full

P.A. system and some backrooms for tuning

BLRNARD YOUNG 1§ BELGATED 10 8C OHOURED ATRJGADOK
the ukes etc.

And the barprices are reminiscent of the days we could
watch George's films in the cinema,

Apart from our own get togethers we also meet, twice a
year, in Wageningen. In this city, in the eastern part of
Holland, there's another branch, formed in 1985, And what
about the Breda trad jazz Festival where we, since 11
years, enjoy a three to four days uke inferno?

LAY WYIDRCRG STRUMS UIE FINGERS WARM I GRILHLAAD
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PRESENT

Of course, apart from the three of us, more had their part in keeping
the Rotterdam Branch alive, One of them who deserves praise is
Mario Hannaart, a very good player who also produced a lot of his
OWD S0NgS.

What the present commanders are concerned, Janet met us in May
1992. Then she was a fascinated spectator when the international
party of Formbians were once again playing their tunes at the usual

.

Breda venue: the terrace of MrWu's (that's how he is naturally cal- [ -
TARID JARABRT BAD AL PONKER] EROM 1A,

led) Chinese restaurant. In the years to folllow she made her mark

within the branch and also arranges all sorts of Formby souvenirs for the Dutch who can't
make the trek across the North Sea.

Remco, who's also our present MC, left the club after his spell with the Junior Plonkers but
rejoined, full of remorse, in 1994. That was a timely return as in November of that year Hans
moved to Sunderland to fulfil a lifelong ambition: to follow his beloved football club. So until

November 1998, when Hans made his come

back, these two were in charge of the house.
t's typical, but in those four years the
Rotterdam Branch did very well, Especially
the November 1997 meeting was outstan-
ding when approx. 80 people turned up, s0

- since we have a good membership incl. 20
SANET GROTTODAR AN RCMCO HOUTRA DN STAGE 1Y BLACKMOOL

or so players.

Generally speaking we think we know all the fans in Holland. But every now and then, out of
the blue, a new face turns up and thus can do a good job for us. Added to the overseas com-
panions in distress, who come over regularly, this makes us a unique group of folks whose aim

is to keep the memory of George Formby alive, hopefully for many years to come.

To be continued...?
Mar 1999
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ROTICADAM RANCH
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Name: Ad de Bree

Date of birth: 7/ December 1940

Residence: Tilbun g

Hobbies: Music (in general),
fravelling, walching
sports (TT races,
boxing, football, cycle-
racing)

First memory about George Formby: Film It's in the
air

Favourite GF-song: Auntie Maggie's remedy

Least favourite GF-song: [ like them all

Favourite GF-film: It's in the air

When did you buy your first (banjo)uke and what is
your current collection: A friend from Antwerp gave
me my first uke, a George Formby model from
1928, [ still have it.

When was your first (Blackpool) meeting andwhat
was your impression: | have never been to
Blackpool

Favourite uke-player besides George Formby:
Janet (joke) and Peter moss

Most desirable uke: Don't know

What other instrument{s} do you play: Several

kinds of guitars, Hammond organ, mouth organ,

accordeon, percussion and the bones

Favourite music other than Formby: Hot club de
France and much more
Why are you so fascinated with the uke: Formby's

special sound

———— |G UCARS GEORGE FORMRY IN HOLLAND
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STARS OF THE SHOW

The Formby Plonkers performed, apart from
our meetings, also on other occasions, just

like Old People's Homes, where a grateful
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audience appreciated the good cld tunes. But

it was a different story when they were invi-

ted for cne cf the (monthly) events in the

Main Cencert Hall of Breda. The programme

also included some high profile artists: Hans
Liberg (a comedian), the Scat Cats {a local
trad band) and Prof.P. {can't be compared

with someone, he's unique). And above all,

the mayor was also there, prcbably alar-

med by the arrival cf the Plonkers. It didn't

take long before a packed audience found

out that the uke players were not at their

best. Also as they didn't play in their usual

formation they were the flops of the after-

neen and it's obvious that the next day a

crushing report appeared in the local

newspaper. But it was a one off and soon

the bandmembers got their act together

and are still very popular in the musical
scene.
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Name: Henk van Brouwershaven
Date of birth: 2 december 1920
Residence: Den Haag

Hobbies: Music (drums)

First memory about George Formby: Film [t's in the
air

Favourite GF-song: Window cleaner a.o.

Least favourite GF-song: None

Favourite GF-film: ?

When did you buy your first (banjojuke and what is
your current collection; [ don't play the uke

When was your first (Blackpool) meeting andwhat
was your impression: Years and years ago. | really
enjoyed it

Favourite uke-player besides George Formby: Thea
Rutjes, Remco Houtman, Bill Denver, Pim
Hogervorst

Most desirable uke: -

What other instrument(s) do you play: Drums

Favourite music other than Formby: Trad jazz

Why are you so fascinated with the uke: [ like the

way the players | mentioned eariier use the instru-

ment
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Name: Bill Denver

Date of birth: ~ London 1924
Residence: Pinner

Hobbies: Music (banjo-uke,

quitar, songwroting)
and magic

First memory about George Formby: On BBC radio
1932 singing Chinese laundry blueﬁs, and on
Saturday Night Music Hall in the 30's. [ alsc heard
Formby \Senicr singing cn radio a song called [ was
standing at the corner of the street

Favourite GF-song: Blackpool rock, Little Wigan
garden

Least favourite GF-song: Who slapped Nelly in the
belly with a kipper

Favourite GF-film: No limit

When did you buy your first (banjojuke and what is
your current collection: My father bought me a
wooden uke in 1932, My first banjo-uke was given
to me in 1938 (Dulcetta). Now | have: Banjo-ukes:
Bacon & Day, Dulcetta, Luxcr Supreme, Chinese

model with snake skin. | also have & wooden ukes

and 2 guitars (Gibson Les Paul Custom, Aria Prc 2)

When was your first (Blackpool) meeting andwhat
was your impression: March 1991, This was the
start of meeting new friends, followed by my contact
with Hans de Roon and my introduction to the the
Rotierdam Branch. From then on [ was hooked on
Holland!

Favourite uke-player besides George Formby:
Ukulele lke

Most desirable uke: Goldplated Ludwig or Gibson
What other instrument(s) do you play: Guitar
Favourite music other than Formby: Trad jaz,
swing, blues, Music Hall songs, country & western
Why are you so fascinated with the uke: Because of
its special sound. It's small and easy to carry. Can

be played in a phone box, in bath or in bed

———— |G ULARS GEORGE FORMBY IN HOLLAND
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Jan Fens is a craftsman. Not only did he make

the statue of George on the cover, these fine

pieces of art are his as well.

Jan also builds and resteres uke-banjo’s and is equally
good at that. His so called Swing-uke's are second to

none (nct even the expensive pre-war American uke'’s)!
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Neme: Jan Fens

Date of birth: D January 1931

Residence: Breda

Hobbies: Playing the uke, resto-
ring

First memory about George Formby: Around 1944
Favourite GF-song; Any song that has a good solo
Least favourite GF-song: Goodnight little fellow,
goodnight

Favourite GF-film: George takes the air

When did you buy your first (banjojuke and what is
your current collection: | got my first uke in 1941
(Martin). It got smashed during a skirmish at home
(total loss}. Now [ have: Dewey uke-banjo (1946),
Keech banjo (1993) and 4 made by myself.

When was your first (Blackpool) meeting andwhat
was your impression: [ only know Blackpool from
video. | get the impression it’s highly structured -
and | can't find a bar!

Favourite uke-player besides George Formby: Peter

Moss and Steve Helme

Most desirable uke: Ludwig

What other instrument(s) do you play: None
Favourite music other than Formby: Country (Hank
Williams), trad jazz, spirituals {hot gospel}, Russian
orthodox hymns

Why are you so fascinated with the uke: Even
though many people make fun of this tiny instru-
ment, in hands of good players it's a mature instru-
ment, There's more to it than Formby-imitations,
looking at the styles of for instance Janet, Remco,

Peter Moss and Bill Denver.

———— |G ULARS GEORGE FORMABY IN HOLLAND
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Above: George with his wife and

manager Beryl Ingham.

On the right picture Remce plays George’s Abbott., which

ke used at ali his gigs and in many of his movies.

What a memorable experience!

Hans and Janet pay a visit to the grave of George Formby.

For both it was a special and emotional day.
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George Formby

20 May 1904

Wigan

Music, speed (cars,
motorbikes) and
everything to do with
China

Name:

Date of birth:
Residence:
Hobbies:

First memory about George Formby: When | saw
myself in the mirror for the first time

Favourite GF-song: You don't need a license for that
Least favourite GF-song: None

Favourite GF-film: Al

When did you buy your first (banjo)uke and what is
your current collection: [ bought my first uke from a
fellow artist in the dressing room of a theater in
Barnsley, around 1926. Afterwards | bought many
ukes, like Gibsons, Ludwigs and my Abbott

When was your first (Blackpool) meeting andwhat
was your impression: Never been there

Favourite uke-player besides George Formby:
Ukulele lke

Most desirable uke: Ludwig

What other instrument(s) do you play: Mouth

organ. | used to play that for the horses

Favourite music other than Formby: Trad jazz,
opera
Why are you so fascinated with the uke: The sound,

the thythm, the ease and the size
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TRIBUTE TO FORMAY

In the Autumn 1998 edition of the Vellum in one of the articles it

was mentioned that Gerry Maudesley did succeed in getting a

memorial for George Formby erected. Few however, in the UK in par-
ticular, know that a Dutch member, Piet Geurts, tried to do the same for
many, many years and did sent lots of letters to the municipality of Wigan

among others since the mid 70's, Piet, who knows all about George's life and records,
has always put a lot of work in getting him awarded the right tribute and some of his writings were published
in early issues of the quarterly magazine of the GFS of GB. But in the end the memento is there and that's
what this is all about. However, here we think we can raise the veil and spotlight this, always too modest, patri-

ot. All credit to Gerry Maudesley, but our Piet also deserves all praise for what he has done.

On 26 May 1998 George Formby finally got what he deserves: a
tribute in the town he was born (Wigan). A lot of members of the
GFS were present, From left to right: George's brother Ted

Formby, mayor Bill Smith and Gerry Maudesley,
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Name: Piet Geurts

Date of bith: 3 January 1935
Residence; Cuyk

Habbies: Handicraft

First memory about George Formby: Around 1948
{ saw ‘Het zit in the Jucht’ in the cinema. The owner
threatened to stop the film, because the audience
were tapping George's rhythm on the arm rests. Was
(George perhaps the first pop-star?

Favourite GF-song: Rhythm in the alphabet, with a
unique solo

Least favourite GF-song: Sunbathing in the park
Favourite GF-film; It's in the air

When did you buy your first (banjo)uke and what is
your current collection: Actually [ may not call
myself a true Fermbian, because | don't play the
uke

When was your first (Blackpool) meeting andwhat
was your impression: In 1978, Clive Helme still

sends me tape-recordings of the meetings.

Favourite uke-player besides George Formby: Jack

Jones

Most desirable uke: None

What other instrument(s) do you play: None
Favourite music other than Formby: Comedians
Harmonists

Why are you so fascinated with the uke: The possi-
bility to play a complete melody with only four

strings
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DALDA TRADITIONAL JAZL FESTIVAL

For many years the members of the Rotterdam Branch have been
present at Breda Jazz, which lasts four days. At our regular hang-

out (Mr.Wu's Chinese restaurant) we plonk until dawn sets in,

Our unique plonking attracts
many pecple, as you can see

on the picture on the right.

During Breda Jazz the town is filled with

musicians, who sometimes drop by for a

quick jam session.

L7 (G UCARS GEORGE FORMRY IN HOLAN) ———




Name: Janetje Grootoonk
Date of birth: 3 November 1969
Residence: Etten-Leur

Hobbies: Music, table football

First memory about George Formby: Vague. Hard
confrontation followed in May 1992 at Breda Jazz
Favourite GF-song: Under the blasted oak (beautiful
chords)

Least favourite GF-song: Banjo boy

Favourite GF-film: Keep your seats please

When did you buy your first (banjo)uke and what is
your current collection:n 1993, a Dallas D. Now [ have:
Wendell Hall, Glee Club, Favilla wooden uke and something
unkncwn

When was your first (Blackpool) meeting andwhat
was your impression: September 1993, or was it
19947 Incredible, all those ukes!

Favourite uke-player besides George Formby: Me!
Most desirable uke: Wendell Hall (already have

one)

What other instrument(s) do you play: None

Favourite music other than Formby: Trad jazz, six-
ties and anything that's authentic

Why are you so fascinated with the uke: They're so
cute and small, Later | discoverd how many possibi-
lities this tiny instrument has and | try to get as

much out of it as [ can. There's still a lot to iearn. ..

———— 1 ULARS GEORGE FORMDY IN HOLLAND
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INTERNATIONAL

We are very proud abcut

all the foreign friends that

have visited our meetings
over the past fifteen years.
Amongst them of course Bill Denver, Mike
Metcalfe and Bent Hvidberg. But let's not forget Malcelm
Fursdon, Kimona Hult, Alan Harris, Ron Spears and Peter Moss.

We hope we can keep on welcoming them for many years to

come.

Peter Moss, by many cansiderd

to be the best there is.

Boven vl.n.r.: Tom Kac, Malcolm,

Mike, Bill, Janet en Bent,

Left: Malcalm Fursdon.
Right: Mike Metcalfe
(standing) and

Ron Spears.

L 40 UEARS GEORGE FORMRY IN HOLLAND  —




Name: Remco Houtman

Date of birth: 15 October 1973
Residence: Haarlem

Hobbies: Music, cartoons, writing

First memory about George Formby: My mother
Thea Rutjes was a founder member. The first time [
heard George thus must be at home, somewhere in
1985.

Favourite GF-song: You can't stop me from
dreaming, On the beat, Why don’t women like me
Least favourite GF-song: [ like banana's

Favourite GF-film: Bell bottom George

When did you buy your first (banjo)uke and what is
your current collection: [ got my first banjo-uke
around 1986, a useless piece of chiphoard. Now |
have: Melody banjo-uke {20's), Martin 3M ukulele
(20's), Martin O ukulele (40's), Beltona resonator
ukulele {metal, 1999), Red Head ukulele (30's)
When was your first (Blackpeol) meeting andwhat
was your impression: My first meeting in Holland

was in 1985, in Blackpool in 1996. | was flabber

gasted by the quality of the players (esp. the young-

sters). I'm also a regular at the meetings of the
Ukulele Society of Great Britain

Favourite uke-player besides George Formby:
Ledward Kaapana, Roy Smeck and Peter Moss
Most desirable uke: Abbott (pre-war), Martin 3M,
National resonator uke

What other instrument(s) do you play: Guitar
Favourite music other than Formby: Authentic
Hawaiian, stringband, jugband, 'old school' hiphop
and some groups that are different form anything
Why are you so fascinated with the uke: George's
rhythm and tempo are incredible and a good uke
just sounds pleasant, | find it a challenge to play any
music with the limited possibilities (not even two
octaves). Other advantages: handy, acoustic and

unusual
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MUSKUS RAMRLE

One of the overseas visitors we've seen only once was Carl
Christian Ommundsen from Drammen, near Oslo. We'd never heard
of him when Hans got a call from somecne with a Scandinavian
accent who told him he rang from Dusseldorf. It was at the right time as
we were on the eve of another Breda festival & Sunday May meeting. So he
was advised, before returning to the land of the eternal fiords, to make a stop in Holland.

We met, before the festivities started, at Rotterdam Central Station and one of the first things he told us was
that he urgently needed a present for his wife, a perfume called "Muskus'. At first Hans thought this had to
do with his favourite trad jazz tune "Muskrat ramble", but that was not the case. So for several hours we fre-
quented the fragrance shops in the city centre but unfortunately for him without any success. He enjoyed the
next few days and also visited the Breda perfumeries but cnce again in vain. But we do hope that once mrs.

Ommundsen will have the right scent on her face,

UKULELE CONVICTS

Travelling by train to and from the Breda jazz festival has always been an crigin for stories. Just like the cne
we again had a concert between the spurs. Unfortunately the conductor wasn't so pleased with our attempts
to cheer up the audience as he wanted us to wrap up the ukes. With the verbal assistence of the travellers we
protested but it only resulted in him warning his colleagues in Dordrecht, which was the next station. We had
to leave the train right there.... Arriving there we soon found out the whole place was on high alert. A small
platoon of riot police, in full equipment, was ready to arrest us, But when we explained the reason of cur early
exit they could just smile about it.

All is well that ends well so we could take the next train to Rotterdam. When this one arrived the passengers
locked bewildered when they saw about ten figures with cases in their hands and in company of the armed
band of guards. Of course we did another concert during the final stage of the trip but there's at least one

member of the Dutch equivalent of BR who'll never play the uke.
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Name: Kimona Hult

Date of birth: 20 augustus 1963

Residence: Ornskoldsvik
(Sweden)

Hobbies: Dancing and skiing

First memory about George Formby: In 1989 when
| listened to his records at Bent’s place

Favourite GF-song: Swimmin’ with the women
Least favourite GF-song: Mr. Wu's a window cleaner
now

Favourite GF-film: Keep fit

When did you buy your first (banjo)uke and what is
your current collection: [n 1992. Now | have 2
wooden ukes: a (kulele Lux {Swedish make} and a
Denmark Blue

When was your first (Blackpool) meeting andwhat
was your impression: In 1992, together with Bent, It
was fantastic and we had a nice lunch with Alan
Harris and friends

Favourite uke-player besides George Formby: Roy

Smeck

Most desirable uke: One from Alan Harris™ collec-

tion

What other instrument(s) do you play: Trumpet,
guitar and spoons

Favourite music other than Formby: Bluegrass, folk
(especially from Sweden), trad jazz, rock

Why are you so fascinated with the uke: The beau-

tiful sound and playing makes you feel happy
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Name: Jan Krammer

Date of birth: 9 September 1933
Residence: N{J megen

Hobbies: Music theory: making

up new rules

First memory about George Formby: His films,
shertly after the war

Favourite GF-song; Nene actually. It's his solo style
that [ admire. The rest doesn’t matter to me,

Least favourite GF-song: None

Favourite GF-film: None

When did you buy your first (banjo)uke and what is
your current collection: [n 1948, | still use the same
one, and seven more,

When was your first (Blackpool) meeting andwhat
was your impression: Blackpool in 1988. Very
friendly people

Favourite uke-player besides George Formby:
Steve Helme, Mike Metcalfe and many others

Most desirable uke: Any, if it's properly set up

What other instrument(s) do you play: Piano

Favourite music other than Formby: Trad jazz,

classical

Why are you so fascinated with the uke: The
rhythm and the sound, especially in combination
with accempaniment that with breaks makes the

uke stand out
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UUULELE HOOLIGANS

Since the late 80's, when we started to visit the Breda trad jazz fes-
tival, cur cverseas visitcrs stayed in Rotterdam and travelled to and
from that city by train. Leaving the station of the Hottest Place In The
South always coincided with a uke concert on the platform. This was
always highly appreciated by the travellers, especially when they were
waiting for a (just like in the UK) delayed train. On one of those occasions the
carriage was in anxious suspense and we scon found out why. About ten The Hague FC

foothall fans were there and as they have a notoricus reputation the passengers weren't that pleased. But
when we unpacked the ukes the dark clouds rolled by as the fans stopped their raucous language, and beca-
me just interested in cur tunes. Nick Nicolle was soon surrounded by these guys and got huge approval for
each song he played. But after half an hour we had tc leave the train, to the disappointment of the North
Standers. What happened to those whe continued the journey, is not known. But it's for sure there were some
new Formby fans ameng these scccer followers although it was a good idea not to take their names and

addresses. A one off concert was, as we helieve, more than sufficient.

Nick Nicolle didn't only make history as pacemaker when we met
the The Hague FC supporters in the train, he also was well kncwn
for the loads of stuff he took with him on his trips tc Helland. Quite
amazing was the picture when he parked his small van in front of
Hans' house when he came cver in May 1989. He was at the wheel
of a vehicle packed with ukes and more perscnnel belongings. May

be not that unusual but he took the same with him in his capacity

as foot passenger. It's still not clear how he got all this acress the

HICR HICOLLE KD M) LUGGACE

North Sea but it was always great fun when he was homebound,

especially his antics at Rotterdam Central Station. In those days there were nc trollies fcr the general public
so Nick confiscated a huge one {2 by 3 metres) belonging to Dutch BR which was loaded with his baggage.
Then he took the good elevator (strictly for staff only) to get to the right platform. During this procedure lots
of onlookers wondered what this was all about. When the train arrived we helped Nick with the reload of his

belengings and he was doomed to take his seat on the balcony which so became a one person domain.
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Name: frans Middelham

Date of birth: [/ January 193]

Residence: Rotterdam

Hobbies: Music, riding my
bicycle

First memory about George Formby: In 1939 | saw
lt's in the air in the cinema. Furthermore I've been a
member of the Formby Plonkers for some years
Favourite GF-song: Our sergeant major

Least favourite GF-song: None

Favourite GF-film: It's in the air, Let George do it
When did you buy your first (banjo)uke and what is
your current collection: First banjo-uke from Leen
de Pauw in 1986. The uke | use nowadays is made
by Ron Spears in 1987.

When was your first (Blackpool) meeting andwhat
was your impression: ['ve never been to Blackpool
Favourite uke-player besides George Formby: Peter
Moss, Mike Metcalfe

Most desirable uke: My own

What other instrument(s) do you play: Tiny bit

piano and keyboards

Favourite music other than Formby:Dixieland and
bebop. Too bad it's never on television
Why are you so fascinated with the uke: The way

Formby plays it, that's the highlight of all his films
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SCUS, DRUGS AIND JHANS DL ROON

Apart from the records made by Tobi Rix {(who played with George

in "The Friday Show") we don't know of any other songs in Formby
style made by Dutch performers. But it was Hans who almost did the
trick. In 1986 he got a cail from a Rotterdam based pubsinger who wanted to

do a song in the Dutch version of the Windowcleaner and so, on a summer afterncon,
the whole project started. After some attempts the producer and singer were satisfied with the result and that
was it. In a neighbouring pub they wrapped it off with a drink and also sorted out the royalties. Unfortunately

it turned out that the final product wasn't good enough to be put on the market so this single was doomed for

........

the obscurity of "Never Released”. May be you'll find it one day as a bootleg

At one of his many trips to Blackpool Hans was
invited by Dennis Mitchell to act as Master of

Ceremenies .
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Name: Hans de Roon

Date of birth: 3 March 1944

Residence: Rotterdam

Hobbes: English football,
Sunderland AFC in

particular

First memory about George Formby: It's in the air
in the cinema

Favourite GF-song: The Baby Show

Least favourite GF-song: Window cleaner
Favourite GF-film: It's in the air

When did you buy your first (banjojuke and what is
your current collection: Wooden uke: 1963, Banjo-
uke: 1972, built by mr. Sips from The Hague. Now |
have one wooden uke (Terada) and two banjo-ukes
(Sips and Bacon & Day)

When was your first (Blackpool} meeting andwhat
was your impression: 1989, Amazing. [t was reve-
lation. Hundreds of fans and many players coming
together for a weekend.

Favourite uke-player besides George Formby: Cliff
Edwards

Most desirable uke: The one [ already have: my

Bacon

What other instrument(s) do you play: Tenorbanjo,
mandolin, autcharp, kazoo

Favourite music other than Formby: Classic jazz,
opera, oldtime country, authentic Krontjong
(Indonesia), skiffle, jugband

Why are you so fascinated with the uke: Just
because the chords are simple (and you don’t even
need a plectrum) you can get the ultimate pleasure

from it. Especially when you play the splitstroke
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SOME PICTURES TAUEN AT MECTINGS

Our meetings consist of two parts: the Grand
Concert, where everybody plays two songs on

stage, and the informal part, where we like to

chat and jam.

Right:

Evert Jetten,

Above: Janet and Remco play

[2th Street Rag. 'Speed it up!’

Above: Frans Middelham,

Remco Houtman, Thea Rutjes, Hans,
Sylvia vd Berg and Peter Moss.

Lelt: Hans, Tom Kau,

Mike Metcalfe, Janet, Henk van
Breuwershaven, Thea Rutjes,
Bent Hvidberg,

\_ d
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Name: Thea Rutjes

Date of birth: 17 Mag 1948

Residence: Capelle a/ d IJssel

Hobbies: Painting, drawing,
The Formby Plonkers
and the Kama'aina
Hawaiians

First memory about George Formby:

[ was a founder member of both the Fellowship and
the Formby Plonkers

Favourite GF-song: Noughts and crosses

Least favourite GF-song: On the Wigan beat
express

Favourite GF-film: [t's in the air

When did you buy your first (banjo)uke and what is
your current collection: Jan Schreuder gave me my
first banjo-uke in 1985 as a birthday present (a
Dallas E). | still use it. In my Hawaiian-band | use
my simple yet satisfying Dixon wooden uke,

When was your first (Blackpool) meeting andwhat
was your impression: Unfertunately | have never

been to Blackpeol.

Favourite uke-player besides George Formby:

Remco Houtman {of course)

Most desirable uke:

I'm satisfied with what I've got.

What other instrument{s) do you play:

Tiny bit piano and the spcons

Favourite music other than Formby:

Seventies

Why are you so fascinated with the uke:

The power and the fancy strokes | unfortunately

can't play. I like the size and it's easy to play.

———— [ ULARS GEORGE FORMRY IN HOLLAND
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(CEN ON TV

To promote our Branch we have been on radio

and television several times,

Janet and Remco in the studio of Radio Capelle
{May 1997). We made a programme of an hour about

George's life and music.

WAHLN

Sept. 1985 VPRO radio Jan Schreuder Trip to Blackpocl meeting
Feb. 1987 Radio Capelle, Hans Jan Schreuder, Hans de Programme about George Formby
Langeweg Roon
Feb. 1988 TROS radio Hens de Recon (pcoming meeting
May 1993 RTL 4, 5 Uur Show {tv) ~ Qur English, Danish and Recorded during Breda Jazz
Dutch uke-players
May 1994 BEO radio (Breda) Central Uke Syncopators,  Recorded during Breda Jazz
Mike Metcalfe
March 1996  Radio Rijnmond, Paul de  Remce Houtman (Ipcoming meeting
Leeuw
May 1997 Radio Capelle, Hans Janet Groctoonk, Remco  Programme about Formby + upco-
Langeweg Houtman ming meeting
Nov. 1997 BOS radio, Capelle Remco Houtman Upcoming meeting
May 1997 Stadsradio Rotterdam Remco Houtman Interview + upcoming

WHCRL

WA0

Wi

meeting
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Name: Bent Schmidt
Huidberg

Date of birth: 2] October [948

Residence: Esbjer g (DK)

Hobbies: Flying, sport (run-

ning, skiing, surfing,
tennis) and music

First memory about George Formby: When | was a
kid my mother told me about the movie ‘It's in the
air. In 1971 a friend of mine had a bunch of
(eorge’s LP's which we were listening at and trying
to play. But it was hard to learn his rhythm and it still
is!

Favourite GF-song: Window cleaner

Least favourite GF-song: None

Favourite GF-film: It's in the air

When did you buy your first (banjo)uke and what is
your current collection: In Amsterdam 1977. Now |
have 6 wooden ukes (mostly Martin’s), 1 dobro uke
and 6 banjo-ukes (Gibsons, Markendale, Maybell,
Musima)

When was your first (Blackpool) meeting andwhat
was your impression: March 1992. [ was fascinated

watching the youngsters and realising how close

they came to George’s style. The atmosphere was

enormous in between old and young generations.
Absolutely very positive!

Favourite uke-player besides George Formby: Roy
Smeck

Most desirable uke: Soprano Martin wooden uke
What other instrument(s) do you play: Guitar, vio-
lin, mouth harp

Favourite music other than Formby: Django
Reinhardt/Stephane Grappelli, Hawaiian music
Why are you so fascinated with the uke: [t's relati-
vely easy to play. It doesn't take a lot of space, so
it's handy to transport (especially the wooden uke),
People seem to like this litle instrument so it gives
you good contacts, good friends and good memo-

ries.
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OVERWHELMING

Next story is nct for the scber Fermby fans but for these who can

be deeply touched by his songs. We go back to the 1991 meeting in

Blackpool when Maric Hannaart, Jaap Smit and Hans were alsc pre-
sent. When Sunday came to a close Bernard Young asked us to come with
him to his car, parked near the mperial, as he wanted them to listen tc some

of George's songs. Five minutes later they sat there and fcr scme hours they listened to
many (most unique) recordings and some anecdotes told by Bernard. Alse because of the silence of the night
an intense mood came over us and we had the feeling that the spirit of Gecrge Formby was with us. When,
around 4 o'clock or so, we went back to cur hetel, we didn't exchange a word, but were just overwhelmed by

this impressing experience.

Bernard's ‘Formby Hotel' opens
its doors for anyone who Iikes
George Formby.
On this picture Hans Is
accompanied by Bernard and
two of the world's
best uke-players:
Bily Uke Scott and

Peter Moss {front).
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Name: Bernard Young
Date of birth:  [4 Septem.ber 1930
Residence: Whl[by

Hobbies: Several

First memory about George Formby: Meeting him  Favourite music other than Formby: None
at 7 years of age through his sister Why are you so fascinated with the uke: George
Favourite GF-song: You don't need a ficense for  played one

that, It serves you right

Least favourite GF-song: None

Favourite GF-film; All

When did you buy your first (banjojuke and what is

your current cotlection: | have 3 Ludwig's. 6

Gibson's (3 UB3, 3 {IB2), Dallas C and 7 wooden

ukes (Martin's, Kumalae, Keech)

When was your first (Blackpool) meeting andwhat

was your impression: June 1968

Favourite uke-player besides George Formby:

Many

Most desirable uke: Ludwig's and Gibson's

What other instrument(s) do you play: None
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THEY DID [T WITH 4 SMILE

Most of us were around our teens when we heard of George Formby. For
some it even coincided with his glorydays, the 30's. So unfortunately it's
inevitable that sometimes we were confronted with the death of one of
our members. In this chapter the right respect will be paid to them,

JAN SCURLUDLR

In the starting lines of the story of our Branch we already gave him a mention: Jan Schreuder. He was, as the
English say, "quite a character”, and Bernard Young always called him Crazy John. Jan, who lived the bohe-
mian lifestyle, was avers from "official” things within the club {"just come together and play the uke") but the

title of Godfather wouldn't have been misplaced. Also as he was the first Dutch member who visited Blackpocl

(50 he knew he was talking about} he was a bit ambiguous ccn-
cerning our branch, On cne hand he wasn't impressed with the
way we played (albeit: we'd tried to), on the other hand he atten-
ded the meetings very reqular, After most of these he said it was

the last time he'd shown his (bearded) face: "You'll never learn it,

in England they know how to play the uke", But some months
later, and long before cpening time, a forward bended figure was
the first in the queue for another meeting. Always sitting in a quiet
corner of the room he observed, with pierced eyes, what was on
offer and cnce again he thought it would have been better he'd
stayed at home...

Apart from being a member of the Formby Plonkers, he was also
part of a 8 man party that travelled, in September 1989 to

Blackpool. But for Jan it became a huge disappointment. He hard-

ly met someone of the (good) cld days and the atmosphere was
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not what it used to be. Also because of that he became a bit cynical, but who could become angry with Jan, who always
was the pacemaker at an "after meeting" supper as well. Although his health wasn't what it used to be, it was a big shock
for all of us when we learned he had passed away in April 1998, Jan deserved the right respect and at the meeting fol-

lowing his death those who were present went on stage and sang his favourite song, "Baby".

LEEN DE PAUW

From the start of the Fellowship we had Leen de Pauw in our ranks.
Leen not only was someone you could wake up for a uke session, but

also a Jack of all trades. So he was always there where a handyman

was needed. In The Haque, his home town, he had a Herring (& fish)
stall so it was no surprise when, apart from the ukes that were for
sale, this Dutch delicatesse was also available at one of the meetings.
Behind his Mercedes car he had a huge trailer that seemed to be for
unloading the horses but in fact it was always packed with equipment
needed for gigs of the Formby Plonkers, of which band he was a
founder member. It was no coincidence he built the huge bassbanjo
(please see the story of the Rotterdam Branch), as his father in law,

Mr. Charles Sips was a world famous banjo maker. Leen's death is a

sad loss for the Formby Plonkers in particular.

MARID HANNAART

A very cutstanding, and probably the best known figure in the (IK, was Mario Hannaart. He played the uke since child-
hood and was very surprised {and pleased) when he learned about our branch. He immediately became very active and
he left quite a legacy, We already mentioned he also made his own songs. To Bernard Young {our Ambassador as you
know), he made a nice tribute wher, at a Blackpool meeting, he wrote his own lyrics to the meledy of "I do do things |
do". But he had already put his stamp at the Lancashire Headquarters when he came over for the first time. From an

adjacent room he suddenly came on stage (in a selfmade astronaute costume!} and in front of a dazed audience (the then
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concert pianist Dennis O'Connell in particu-

lar} he played one of his compositions. On
several occasions Mario made the crossing
and every time the British audience loved
him, just like we did. [t was characteristic for
his spirit that a phonecall with him not sel-
dom lasted several hours, but so what, it
always was for the sake of our branch. At his
cremation many (with Nick Nicolle among
others) paid their respect and with the uke's
at the ready it was a very impressive fare-
well. No doubt his name will be menticned

for many years.

LRIK RURLAGE

Erik not only was a passionate

lover of George's songs, above all
he was a very kind person.
Although he also played the uke, a
funny little zither model, he rather
listened. f there's been someone
who encouraged to play some
more tunes, it was him, so not sel-
dom the meetings had an extended
final thrash. He was a keen guita-

rist as well and loved classic jazz,

hawaiian and het club,
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Rotterdamse George Formby Society plonkt in Crooswijk

Klein ‘gitaartje’ doet niet
onder voor grotere broer

ROTTERDAM - Dixieland,
ald jazz en George Formby.
Behalve dat het vrolijke mu-
sick 35 uit de jaren 20, is er
nog cen andere overeen-
komst: de Rotterdam Branch
of British George Formby
Society brengt deze muzick-
stijlen ten  gehore lijdens
tweejaarkijlise  bijeenkom-
sten. De vereniging wil de
muzikale traditie van George
Formby, de in 1961 overle-
den Engels komick, in erc
houden. Ock op de meeting
van 29 november in Croos-
wijk ligt het accent wecr op
| de mnzick, met name het zelf
bespelen van het spaarinstru-
micnt, de ukelele-banjo.

Het diel wan elke Formbian, ban-
jofiefhebber, s volgens één van de
organialoen van g2 Techings,
Femco Houtnan, de sphit-stroke.
et 'slagge’ dat Gearge Formby 20
perocmd mankie, onder de Koie 12
krijgen. Een ukelele-hanjo bespe-
fen is ap zich met zo moilk. De
accoorden zijn simpel. Wie wveel
pefent krijgl het vanzelf onder de
inie, Tepenwoordig zin e ook
sleeds meer spelers dig meer il et
instranaent proberen o halen”
Houtanan, met 20 24 jaar de @ng-
ste van het steh, gpeelt zelf vok de
skelele-pario, LAls 1% a1 aan hel
plnnken denk, krijz 1k krichels in
miin hudk.”™

Wat Houtman jamerer vindt, is dat
fiet snaarinsinument in Nederland
w0 weinie wordt bespechl. LD
uhielele-banjo woerdl echt el wit-
sterven pedreigh. Vaak verklaren
raengen jo voor pek als de ukelsle-
pamyn it de kaffer te yoorschnn
kaml. Je wordl gelijk nizt meer se-
riews genomen. et mag dan fyked
op ect kindergiiaarije. maar het
Lan een whitterend geluid veort-
bremgen.” Als Hournan zijn lieve-
fingstiedje Lavie en rose van Edith

Pial speelt, blijkt dat het ‘Kleine gi-
arje’ qua  soko-mogelijkheden
inderdaad niet cader divet voor 2iin
grotere hrjers.

Vreugde

Bescheiden verrell Howman dat
Rij zich Lot één van de drie plon-
kers mag rekenen. die de banje-
ukelele pebauikt als een insiruntent
op zich oDt is nopad pijzonder,
want de meesten gebruiken hel
snanminstrament als begeleiding.
Voar anid is het een uildaging. Het
\euke is o nel 7o fang e oefenen
ionidat hel mumer goed Klinkt <n

A el pdie hetzelfde 38" Ondanks
dar de epkomst fjdens de bijeen-

gomslen matig 5, vindt de organi-
cator da dat de pret piel mag druk-
ken, JMitersard gie 1K ever dat ey
ameey mensen kKomen. Hoe meer
sielen hoe meer viengde. Belang-

rijker is, dat de mazikanien die
aanwezig zijn er veel plezier in
he'pben.”

Velgens Howman s van klakke-
lpos pen nommerlje opdriunen
geen sprake. The Roaripg Twen-
ties herleven met nummers als Co-
ney Istand en Oh when the SAINLE
of Daisy.”" Hoogtepunl van de hij-
genkoms=l ep 19 november voomt
hel exclusiers oplreden van de
speciaal it Enpeland overgevol-
gen ykchelelbaniol-vinuoos. Peer
Maoss, Ook bii kent het "slagye’ van
Formhy. Yolgens Hauman bezit
hij ook cen goede techmick, W Hij s
vingervlug, mzar kan ook hele ro-
pantsehe numumers den gehore
Prengen.’”

Stille wens
Yoot na et overkijden van Geense

Formby wend de George Sociely
of Gream Britain opgerichl, Enkele

Nederlandse fans sloten zich in de
jaren 70 aan. Sinds mei 1984 s de
Reterdamse afdeling actief en tell
ze 25 banjuisien, By de vorige -
eenkomst Kwarmen lign mensen
opdagen. Toch bl ik de sulle
wens koosteren dal er dere keer
mieer miensen komen opdagen.
In Geeol-Brittanié is de mugiek ot
dee jaren twinlig daareniegen nog
sipeds populair. In Nederlaad Jo-
JPET ML WEN IS JONEEren w0 de-
ze wmurick warm, De Engelse
Formby Society telt echier tiental-
len kieulers en kinderen, die tich
gnaar wal praag in hon driedelige
Yoshumpies hijsen on net zo lang
oefenen Lot 22 erhij neervallen.”™
Wie ook het “slagje’ te pakken wil
krijgen, kan zalerdag 29 aovember
cen mezockie Drengen aan bl
Dienstencentnun  Crosswifl aan
de Gioudseplein 2435, De 1egang is
Fr:'.“‘\,

NATASSA DE GROOT
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Geurge Formby arrivesrde gedurande de
dertiger jaren in de Britse showbusiness,
en de verlegen jongeman werd iy karts
td bet ddool van de massa, En ta van-
daag 15 hij gog een legende. Zijn carriére
overspanda procies 40 jaar in wede hij

22 Nlmg maakte, stk voor atul kas-suc-
cessen Voorta énige honderden geam-
mofeonplaten, veijwel allemaal top-hits
Hij trad enige malen op voor de Engelae
Keninklijke Familis ten paleize waar bij
#eer freliefd was, had vole theater en TV-
shows en was pedurende de agehele oor-
Ing in de vowrrste linies om de Lroemen ta

Bitertalnen. [Hij

werd onafechoidalik
Frodssooieet met son tamalijk onbekend

muzisldnstroment, de ukelele-ban
Zijn popolaviteit strakte xich uit b A
slrilie, Zuid-Afrika, de Verenigde Sta-
Len, Frankrijkt, Ruzlang, Zwoden ¢ Ne-
derland, Totb aan de VIJELLGT jaren was hj
fder pen rage en Zijo fim , dUs in the A"
bereikle een ongetvensard redord: v
de pramiere in 1939 werd hij in één en
dgzelide hicscoop geprolengeerd tof de
Duitse bezetlers de film verbodon, Van de
vel onderschaidingsn zijn frenoemd- Of-
ficar of the British Empire (OBE) in the
lénin Order, Tijdens 2ifn begrafenis in
Maurt LG, stonden langs de royee naar
et familie-graf 120,000 menasn als esp
ibesdis il Gl g
L herinnering aan Gecrge Formby leeit
voart in de George Formby Society, wel-
ke drie tot vier mazl par jrar sen mesting
crganisesrt in et Victorians Imperial

Hemelum  aktief met George Formby

Hatet in Blackpool

Wat dioen de leden? Zij singen en spelen
zijn onglerfelijke songs, verzamelen ijn
platen en bekijhen met weemoed an
nostalgische mevoelens #ijn films.

Een aantad vin de Nederlandse leden wa-
rin afgelopen weekend uit heel het land
nair Hemelum gekoman en hadden sen
weor geanimeerd weekend. Vi fOlms
werden gredraaid, muzick gemaakt [on-
fgeveer de nelft van de leden bespeelt de
ukélnle-banjoy any e werden voarbersi-
dingen getroffen voor TV opnamen die
in het npjaac plaats =ullen  vinden,
hoogstwaarschijnlijk weer in Hemelam.
Ean apontawn concert vomd plaats in Ho-
t2l Jans in Rijs voor een groep kinderen
en een jarige vakantisgangelar
Guintereaseerden in de George Formbe
Society kunnen comtact opnemen door
het volgende telefoonnumrmer te belien:
O5148-251,

§pLaaL

Two Abbott’s, a Dallas E - to name but a few.

Not bad for the first meeting!
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eren George ormby

s EEN stampvol zaaitje ©P net
Eiland van Brienenoord. 0P het
podium twee onbekende straat-
Zangers. yvanuit de warme en ro-
kerige ruimte wlinkt appiaus.

mee op de maat van de muziek.
Anderen frommelen met de vin-
gers ap de formica-tafels. Zo
hield de George Formby Society
Nederland gisteren een bijeen-
komst veor liefhebbers van pan-
jo- en ukelelemuziek.

Het resultaal wasg soms uiterst
verrassend. 7o won het gebeuren
dat beg’mnende paniospelers
werden aigewisse\d door bijna
-pmtessionele muzikanten. Ver-

= TR

ontschuldigde de een zich met
een schuchter: _Sorry  hoot,
maar ik speel pas twee maan-
o, de ander zorgde ervoot
dat de tientailen pezoekers en-
{housiast meezongen.
Dat lukle ook de onlangs getor-
meerde FormbDy plonkers, die de
rootste succesnummers van de
in 1961 overieden zanger en
filmkomiek ten gehore prachten.
.ledereen was echt enthou-
siast”, stelde Hans de Roon kort
na het tweede optreden van de
‘Plonkers’. JEr o zin tientalien
mensen geweest die we hele-

ten, speelden voor het eerst of
een banjo. paar net klonk sorms
fantastisch. We zijn er dan ook
van overtuigd dat dit soort bij-
eenkomsien yaker moeten wor-
den gehouden. ledereen had er
enorm veel plezier in.”
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craftsmanship of Jan Fens,
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Relterdaom Brsmek. of e Gons Foronlyy Sociity of GB
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For further information please contact:

Rotterdam Branch of the George Formby Society of GB
p/a Remco Houtman

Ged. Schalkburgergracht 19 zwart

2021 AH HAARLEM (Holland)

E-mail: ukulele.liz@wxs.n




